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Meetings are 1st Tues-
day of each month at 
6:30PM . The meeting 
is held at Mesa Café & 

Bar, 1972 Cliff Dr., 

 
September  

6th General Meeting 
Santa Barbara  
 
10th PCPA Theater 
Solvang  
 
16th River City Cor-
vette Club Dinner       
Santa Barbara  
 

October  
4th General Meeting 
Santa Barbara  
 
7th-9th Idyllwild  
 
29th-30th Hearst Castle 
Cambria  
 

Thore Edgren, Roger Hoyt, Pat Bloom, Daryl & 
Carole Burgess, Fred & Sharon Smith and of course 
Yuriko and I  were on this run August 25th to 27th. One 
word of appreciation for Sharon. She produced a route/
tour book that is beautiful and a real keepsake. 
  
This was a truly interesting car show. Being Corvette 
owners we naturally are used to Corvette shows. This 
show was a unique experience. It was totally different 
that anything we've ever seen. 

  
After a smooth pleasant ride up the 
Coast we landed in Pleasanton in the 
late afternoon and went to dinner in an 
outstanding Italian restaurant Por-
nogravio Vecchio (Forno Vecchio). the 
pasta and lasagna were homemade 
and as good as anything I ever had in 
Italy. As we ate and drank splendid red 
wine, I had a brilliant thought -- the 
Club should have Sharon for President 
for two years, and  Barbara Lo Monaco 

for two years, and then Sharon for two years and back forth forever. My 
humble thinking was brilliant I think you'll agree, but Daryl came up with a 
plan of genius - in the years when Sharon and Barbara were not president, 
they could be director of activities. I was sitting across from, Sharon and I 
could tell how pleased she was that her friends had found a way for her to 
fill her empty hours. She seemed to be smiling, but I couldn't help but no-
tice she squeezed the handle of the bread knife so hard, she broke it. 

  
Anyway, off early in the morning for the 
show. First imagine thirty five hundred 
cars and with the exception of about 
fifty each of 1957 Chevrolet Bel Airsô 
and 1932 Ford roadsters, THEY WERE 
ALL DIFFERENT. 
  
  

 

Editor and Publisher  

Fred Smith Publicity  

25th Annual West Coast National Car Show    Jacques Bellesiles 

Continued on page 3 



 

August turned out to be a very interesting month as you could tell from 
the variety of emails that you received. We started out the month with our 
general meeting at Woodyôs Roundup.  Woodyôs had a few issues that 
concerned me.  We were looking into a portable system to help the sound 
in the meeting area, and change the seating some as well.  Because the 
good food at reasonable prices, bar service, and ample parking were in 
their favor for us, we were not planning on moving on.  However as you 
saw by the recent email, we got a ñpink slipò from Woodyôs.  They sent an 
email saying they would no longer be available for our meetings as they 
were only going to operate on weekends.  So with only a week before our 

next meeting we were on the hunt again for a new meeting place.  Thanks to Roger Hoytôs suggestion of 
Mesa Café and Bar, we have a new meeting place to try out.  The menu looks good, the parking is good, the 
price for the food and service is reasonable, we get a private room, and the café has been in business since 
1984.  With all that in alignment, I am feeling confident that this location will be a good match for our group.  
Unfortunately Fred and I will miss the initial meeting due to our being at Thunderhill Raceway for the HPDE, 
put on by the National Corvette Museum and Hooked on Driving.  I know you will have a good turnout at the 
meeting to support this new location.   
 
I did not receive any feedback from the general membership showing interest in filling in for the remainder of 
the club year for the vacant activities post.  Not to worry, we have the calendar filled through December and 
at the activities meeting this fall we will review the interest surveys that you all have returned to see what 
the members would like for activities in 2012.  Be assured that the board and those interested in working on 
an event will present a calendar with old favorites and some new adventures.  As always I am very pleased 
with the excellent participation of our members in the events made available to the club. 
 
Speaking of events, we had two great ones in August.  The ñWinos Gone Wild Second edition:  Chardonnay 
Tastingò was well attended.  It was a beautiful evening at Frank and Barbara LoMonacoôs Hacienda, the 
wine flowed, the food was ample and tasty, and the high spirits of the guests made it a delightful occasion.  
Thanks to Tony and Paula Megowan  for challenging us to widen our appreciation for Chardonnay by explor-
ing new vintners that we had never tasted before.  
 
The second event was the run to the ñGoodguys Rod and Custom Car Show in Pleasanton, CA.  Jacques 
Bellisiles  has graciously written an article on the run in this newsletter.  Thore Edgren  who was part of our 
group came up with an interesting statistic for the run.  The number 3 was predominate in our run:  3 converti-
bles, 3 coupes, 3 single drivers, 3 couples, 3 left handed persons, 3 winners of entry tickets, and the Good 
Guys event was 3 days.  He said, ñ3 cheers for a grand run.ò  Thanks Thore.   I will say that although we all 
love our Corvettes, there is a huge car culture out there that we are a part of and it includes an incredible 
number of people with a passion for the automobile.  We enjoyed mingling with the owners of the cars and 
the vendors presented a wide variety of accessories for both the cars and their owners.  I was particularly 
jazzed that I could come home with not only a T-shirt from the event, but I could also buy jewelry.  Now thatôs 
a great car show. 
 
Fred and I will miss the events in September, but I know you will all have a great time at the PCPA Theater 
and the evening with the River City Corvettes 
 
 

Remember without ñuò there is no club, 
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One of the first cars I saw was a 1946 Studebaker turned into a purple space ship. 
Thank God Fred and Sharon took lots of pictures to accompany this article, be-
cause the show became a blur of cars that I never have seen before. There was a 
Corvette with a supercharged 576 cubic inch engine. The owner swore to me that 
the big engine was a special purchase from the factory and that it put 1000 horse-
power.  
  

In Corvette shows we're used to chrome engines, but about a third of these 
cars had chrome axles, suspensions, brakes, etc. and they were all polished to 
perfection. Fred explained these cars weren't driven anywhere - they were 
show cars and trailered in. Fred and Sharon used to show their 93 Vette. They 
would spend 3 to 4 days cleaning and polishing everything with Q-tips. Imagine 
cleaning and polishing the suspension, axles etc with Q-tips.  

 
There was a Ford Special race car with a polished aluminum body. Fred has a pic-
ture here because I can't begin to tell you how beautiful it is. Which brings me to a 
basic question - how in the world can you judge these cars when most of them are 
flawless and perfect?  
  
The Fair grounds are huge with maybe a 
dozen buildings that were filled everything mechani-

cal that anybody could ever dream of. There was part of one building that sev-
eral tables filled with bits and pieces for Studebaker. But one building that I par-
ticularly enjoyed was filled with miniature engines. These are tiny engines of 
every variety that are totally handmade. One that I remember was a Ford V8 flat 
head about 6 inches long by three inches high. It was an exact  copy in every 
detail. The amazing part is that it actually runs on gas just like the regular en-
gine. It took him nine years to build. There were antique steam engine replicas, 
farm tractor engines etc. Under normal circumstances I would have spent at least an hour there, but there 
was so much to see.  

  
I think that anybody that really loves cars should see one of these shows in his 
lifetime. 

 

Continued from front page 
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WE ARE ON THE WEB  

www.corvetteclubsantabarbara.com 

The next Wine Run to Paso Robles is scheduled for the 12th and 13 th of November .  We are still in the proc-
ess of setting things up and will give everyone the details when we have them. 
 
However we have decided to try a different hotel.  We have blocked 15 rooms at the Hampton Inn as follows: 

5 King suites - discounted rate of $170.10 
5 King standard rooms - discounted rate of $152.10  (they only had 5 standard King rooms still avail-
able for that date so people who want this type of room should call quickly.) 
5 Queen standard rooms - discounted rate of $152.10  (two Queen beds in each room) 
 
NOTE: The price of the each room includes breakfast. They will hold the room block until Octo-
ber 1st.  After that date the rooms will be released. The rooms are being held under CSB (not 
CCSB) so people should say they are with the Corvette Club of Santa Barbara or CSB when 
they call to get that special rate. Cancellation policy is 48 hours prior to arrival.  
 

Also for those of you who want to, La Bellasera is also available.  It is a nicer (and pricier) hotel across the 
street from the Hampton Inn. 
The phone numbers are: Hampton Inn:  226-9988  -  La Bellasera:  238-2834 

 
We look forward to seeing all of you at this event.  If you have any questions call us at 805-659-5056. 
 

 PASO ROBLES WINE RUN                                    Tony & Paula Megowan 

Winos Gone Wild ï Battle Chardonnay ï and the winner iséé.                      Tony & Paula Megowan 

Technically, there are no winners or losers in wine tasting as everyone has a different 
palate when it comes to what tastes good.  And as any good wino knows, the best 
wine is the one that you like and can afford to buy.  However, in our recent blind taste 
test, one of the wines that most everyone liked was ï you guessed it ï Two Buck 
Chuck from Trader Joes (AKA Charles Shaw)!!  At $1.99 a bottle it scored fairly high 
amongst the other wines that averaged about $20 a bottle.  Iôm not saying that every-
one loved it, but it was pretty darn good!  However, weôre told that the taste can vary 

significantly from bottle to bottle so do beware if youôre running to T.Jôs to stock up! 
 
We had a lovely August evening on Frank and Barbara LoMonacoôs patio 
and enjoyed appetizers, dinner and dessert as we tasted 13 different Char-
donnays.  Thank you Frank and Barbara for the use of your beautiful home 
and for helping with the food, we really appreciate your assistance. 
 
Besides Frank & Barbara , we were joined by Hib & Sandy Halverson, 
Thore Edgren & Pia Woolverton, Jacques Bellesiles, Dennis & Lynne 

Merenbach, Steve & Bonnie Sidwell, 
Steve & Linda Petersen, Jim & Judy 
Purcell and their daughter Katie, Wendel & Judy Hans, Fred & Sharon 
Smith, Roger Hoyt, Paula Ross & Carl Barth and Ray & Mary Sue Sei-
der.  
 
This seems to be an event that the club enjoys and Thore Edgren has vol-
unteered to host the next one which will probably be sometime in March, 
2012.  Thoreôs wisteria should be in full bloom and we can enjoy that as we 
delve into the virtues of Pinot Noir.  Until then, cheers everybody! 

http://www.corvetteclubsantabarbara.com
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Thank You!  Thank you! 

 

I have achieved the level of Master Ambassador for the National Corvette Museum for the sec-
ond year in a row!  That is due to your participation and generous support.  Our CCSB 

Board thinks it is very important to keep a connection to our National Corvette Museum and the 
way that is done is by having a club Ambassador.  That representative must be a member of 

the Museum. 

 
Here is a brief explanation of the National Corvette Museum's Ambassador's program.  There are two levels of Ambassa-

dor - Ambassador and Master Ambassador.  
 

In order to maintain Museum representation, our club must earn a certain number of points during the year - the year 
runs from June 1 to May 31.  Earning points can happen in various ways.  We earn points by having an Ambassador's 

article in each newsletter; we earn points by having an Ambassador's report made at each club meeting; we earn points 

each time one of our members becomes a member of the National Corvette Museum and/or participates in a Museum 
event.  The easiest way we earn points is by buying raffle tickets.  Each time you buy a raffle ticket - 

either through me or through the Museum website - we earn points.  That is why it is so important 
for you to let me know if you do buy a ticket on -line.  I keep track of your purchases and at the end 

of the year I get credit for them.  Remember your support of the Museum is tax deductible. 

 
So please join the Museum and please keep buying those raffle tickets.  Again thank you for support-

ing the National Corvette Museum's Ambassador's program.  I do appreciate it.  
 

  

  

  
 

RIVER CITY CORVETTE CLUB COMES TO SANTA BARBARA        Diane Szalay 

 

We have been invited to join River City Corvettes at the Peppertree  Inn on State Street for a Pupu Potluck 
Party at 6:00 p.m. on Friday September 16 .We will be taking finger foods and our own beverages.  You 
don't have  to take enough food for 20 people, just a dish to share.   
 
Last year  we went shopping at  Costco for appetizer-type finger foods (croissant sandwiches,  cookies) and 
several of us divided the cost.  Let us know if you're  planning to attend and whether you want to bring your 
own treats or go dutch treat on the shared cost items. 
 
This was a fun event, they had a great variety of snacks to share,  hot and cold, and they are a very friendly 
group of folks who  welcomed us warmly.  Hope you can join us, rsvp Bob and Diane Szalay . 



 

Jacques Bellesiles  
PARTNER 

 
5740 Ralston Street, Suite #301 

Ventura, CA 93003 
 

(805) 620-4700  x4722 
(888) 286-5550 -  (805) 676-4320 FAX 

 
jbellesiles@crowellweedon.com 

www.crowellweedon.com 
 

ALL MAJOR FINANCIAL EXCHANGES 

NOW IN VENTURA 

Check out the        
Club website 

 
www.corvetteclubsantabarbara.com 
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Wow!  There are 26 people signed 
up for this Run - another good  turn-
out!   We will meet at 4:45 p.m, at 
the Timbers parking area 
(Winchester & 101), where we'll give 
you your tickets for the musical.  
(We  don't have to sit in the exact 
seat that is numbered on tickets, just  
stay in the assigned section/rows).  
 

 No photos allowed inside the  Theater. 
 
After a very brief "drivers' meeting" we'll depart by 5:00 p.m. to  drive up 
101 and arrive at the Fresco Valley Cafe by 5:30 p.m.    
 
There is a parking lot behind the Cafe;  we can leave our vehicles  there 
from 5:30 until we're done at the PCPA Theater.  If you need to  park 
closer to Theater after dinner, there is a parking lot that  shares the alley 
with the Theater where we have parked in years past  (at Rabobank). 
 
Several of us have made our dinner selections from the menu of 6  spe-
cials  we provided - thank you - however, if you haven't done so  already, 
please let us know now what you'd like to have for dinner -  we are going 
to send the orders up in advance since we have a large  group.   They 
will be seating us on the patio. 
 
Remember to bring cash to pay for dinner, tax, and gratuity. We will  pay 
by table, no individual or couples' checks - so you will need to  keep track 
of your individual charges. 
 
We can also order  beverages, desserts, etc, off the regular menu.     We 
will bring the Specials Menu to the meeting on Tuesday September 6  if 
you were unable to open the e-mail attachment 
we sent you. 
 
Please contact us if you have any questions or 
need a copy of the  menu - and please rsvp as 
soon as you have made your selection. We'll pro-
vide all of the participants a map of the route to 
the  parking lot in the event we get separated on 
the way up!  Hoping for  fair weather and a good 
dinner -don't forget the warm fuzzies to combat 
the nighttime cool down.  

PCPA Theater Solvang                               Bob & Diane Szalay 

Privacy Reminder  

Old Club Rosters should be 
shredded  not just thrown in 

the trash when replaced. 

http://www.corvetteclubsantabarbara.com/
http://www.corvetteclubsantabarbara.com


 

Membership Column                                                Pat Bloom 
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MEMBERSHIP: We did not gain or lose anyone in August.  Our membership stands at 88 
members and 73 Corvettes. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS: Paul and Barbara Mariano , CCSB founding members and forever tied to 
our club and hearts, moved to Huntersville, North Carolina in 2006.  Paul was kind enough 
to share a glimpse into their lives there.  

   
"We have had a very busy five years here.  We joined the local club, Queen City Corvette Club , as soon as 
we got here.  They didn't have an ambassador so I pushed that issue until they let me take it.  Less than ten 
percent of the members were members of the NCM at that time and now we are at about 43%.  There were 
only one or two lifetime members and now we have fourteen.  We go to the museum each year in April for the 
C5/C6 Bash and then again in September for the Anniversary Celebration.  Each time we get between ten 
and fifteen couples to join us and it seems we are spreading the gospel of the NCM.  The club now has 265 
members and we hold dinners each Wednesday evening somewhere around the perimeter of the city and 
also on the last Monday of the month up here in the northern end of the city.  They call it the Up Yonder Din-
ner as most activities seem to occur down in the southern section where the club originated. 
  
We were blessed at the end of the 2009 National Caravan when several of the CCSB members came over 
here from the museum to visit us and spend a few days in the area.  It was great seeing our friends and it 
seemed like longer than the three years since we had been together.  In May and June of this year, twelve 
couples from our club went on a five week, 10,000 mile journey to visit the national parks in the west.  Ever 
since we moved here people had asked when we planned on going back to California as they had never been 
and wanted us to lead a tour.  So we did.  We had a terrific time with no break downs (Corvettes are bullet-
proof you know) and no tickets.  And on those desolate roads we had the opportunity to let the cars feel their 
legs and  several of us got to see the magic 150.  We were met by our CCSB friends Hib and Sandy 
Halverson and Bob and Inge Stallings in Bryce Canyon NP and they tagged along for a few days with 
us.  We were met by the local clubs in Missoula, MT and Banff, Canada and we were treated to lunches and 
tours.  There is nothing quite like the Corvette family.  Then we got surprised again when Bob and Inge 
showed up at Kings Canyon NP to spend another couple of days with us. 
  
We are getting ready to go to Corvettes at Carlisle in Pennsylvania this week and then on over to the NCM for 
the Anniversary Celebration.  We will visit Gettysburg, Harpers Ferry, and Cumberland NP on the way to Ken-
tucky.  Gone again for another ten days. 
  
I got involved again in the caravan from here in 2009 and when Kathy Summers retired from being the Na-
tional Chair for the caravans, someone got the bright idea I could do it for 2014.  It's been fun, frustrating, 
challenging, and all the other emotions but we are getting there.  I only need three more captains to fill out the 
national roster and hope to have that done by the end of the year. 
  
On the family side, we live equidistant from our son and daughter and Barb (Nana) gets to spoil the two 
grandsons to her heart's content.  They love coming here as she fixes their favorite foods and desserts.  So, 
life is good and with all the new friends we have made, there is never a lull in activities.  Some times it gets to 
be too much and we have to say no and stay home and rest. 
  
Two years after we moved, John and Helen Jensen decided they needed a change in scenery and moved out 
here also.  They have made a score of new friends and wouldn't move back to California for anything.  We 
still have room out here if anyone else would like to join us and start a new life.  All are welcome." 
  


