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Meetings are 1st Tues-
day of each month at 
6:30PM . The meeting 
is held at Mesa Café & 

Bar, 1972 Cliff Dr., 
Santa Barbara  

 

 

January 
 

3rd General Meeting 
Santa Barbara 
 
14 Flatbread Pizza   Los 
Alamos 
 

February 
 

7th General Meeting 
Santa Barbara 
 
26th Daytona Party 
Goleta 
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Enjoy photos from past yearsõ eventsEnjoy photos from past yearsõ events  

 SB Parade July 4, 2005  
 ALMS 2004  

 ALMS 2004   Barrett -Jackson 2006  

Blackhawk Museum 2002   Caravan 2003 Kickoff  



 

 
Happy New Year to everyone.   
 
Itôs that time when many people make resolutions about what they want 
to do to make their lives better in the new year.  I would certainly encour-
age all the members of Corvette Club Santa Barbara to make a resolution 
to participate actively in as many CCSB events as possible in 2012.  The 
events are a great opportunity for you to enjoy time with other people who 
share your love of the Corvette.  The board members also welcome your 
help in the planning and organizing of events.   

 
As Membership Chair, Pat Bloom, has been asking members for contributions for the newsletter on various 
topics.  Thanks to those of you who have shared information for the newsletter.  We are a Corvette family and 
it is so nice to get to know each other better.  If you have any ideas for topics that Pat could ask the members, 
please let her know.    
 
If you are involved with any Corvette events that we do not participate in as a club, like a driving school, 
please share your experience with the club members. We all enjoyed both Daryl and Fredôs articles relating 
how much they learned about driving Corvettes and having fun while doing it at the driving schools they at-
tended.  You can send an article to Fred at fred@smithshome.com for publication.  
 
Remember that the theme for my presidency is ñWithout ñuò there is no clubò.  I encourage you to make your 
presence in the club an active one by contributing in whatever areas you can to the clubôs continued success.   
Your first opportunity to support CCSB in 2012 is by attending the General Meeting on Tuesday, January 3 at 
6:30 PM at Mesa Café and Bar.  The food is great and we look forward to seeing you there.  
 
The second opportunity in January is the run to Flatbread Pizza on Saturday, January 14 led by Fred Lopez.  

See article in this newsletter for details.  
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Presidentõs Message                                   Sharon Smith  

Membership Column                                         Pat Bloom 

MEMBERSHIP: Our membership stands at 88 members and 73 Corvettes. 
  
Member Highlights:  
  
Lynn and Dennis Merenbach:   Well, my darling callie calico 2 year old cat was our 
scrooge. We put up lights on our tree. She took them down. I put some ornaments up 
and she climbed the tree and took them down to play with. So this year our tree never 
got decorated. The highlight was our nephew Brett came home after Bootcamp from the 
Navy for the week of Christmas to be with his family. He returned to Washington, D.C. 

to be with the Honor Guard for Fallen Solders for 2 years.  
  
Pat Bloom:   My Northern California son and family couldn't make it for Christmas this year so I joined them 
for an early celebration. My daughter and husband flew down from Washington for a week and we had a 
great time with her Santa Barbara brother and family.  We also visited a couple of animal shelters and I now 
have a 13 lb bundle of joy named Toby to keep my life jumping.  He's a very loveable fox terrier but in need of 
a lot of training!  My work is cut out for me. 

mailto:fred@smithshome.com


 

Page 3       Volume 6, Issue  1Corvette Club Santa Barbara 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready for the a new year of events for CCSB? Our first run will be  Satur-
day 14 January 2012  to Flat Bread Pizza in Los Alamos for dinner. We will be 
leaving from the former Timbers parking lot in West Goleta, at 3:00 PM. The 
route will take us on US 101, US 1 to Lompoc, then over historic Harris Grade 
into Los Alamos. We need to get there early since they do not take reservations.  
This popular, unique restaurant has received many accolades about its menu 
and quality of food. We have 14 cars going so far .. if you would like to join the 
group for our first run of the year please let me know. 

 
Below is the Activities Planning Calendar for 2012. As you can see, we have many slots by which we can 

schedule more events. All we need is  RUN LEADERS.  If you would like to plan and lead a run,  the club 

needs your help. You do not necessarily have to lead the caravan, but only coordinate the event if you wish.  

Events suggested but not yet scheduled are:  ZIP-Line @ Santa Margarita, CA.;  Reagan Library; Circle -

Bar-B; Willow Springs -Rosamond Race track Day Run; Oceano Melodrama; Sunday Churrascaria 

(Brazilan BBQ) Lunch in Burbank;  The Magic Castle in Hollywood;  MB2 Go -Karts in Thousand Oaks, 

Hollywood Forever Cemetery Los Angeles (many Hollywood stars and singers buried there ).  And as 

always we are open to more suggestions. 

Activities Column                                                 Fred & Anne Lopez  

January  
14 ï Day run to Flatbread 
Pizza (Los Alamos via 
Highway 1. Leader: Lo-
pez 

February  
26ðDaytona 500 Party, 
Sandy & Hib Halverson 

March  
17ðCalifornia Poppy 
Fields Day Run, Mojave 
Desert & Lunchð
Leader: Lopez 
 
TBDðWinoôs Gone Wild 

April  
14-15 Wine Run 
Leader: Megowan 
 
 

May 
5ðLadies Only Day Run, 
Santa Monica Vintage 
Expo and Lunch Leader: 
S. Smith 
 
19ï O-Gauge Model Rail-
road, Santa Ynez & 
Lunch Leader: Aldritt 

June  
3ðInstallation BBQ, 
Stow Park, Goleta 
 
9-10 Wild Coyote Over-
night stay, Paso Robles 
Leader: Megowan 
 
TBDðAve of the Giants 
Multi-Day Run to No. 
California Leader: 
Clerkin 

July  
4ðSanta Barbara Pa-
rade, BBQ at Lo-
Monacoôs afterwards Or-
ganizer: LoMonaco 
 
28ï Arroyo Grande Car 
Show Leader: Clerkin 

August  
 
TBDðHuntington Mu-
seum, Pasadena 

September  
TBDðWinoôs Gone Wild 

October  
13-14 Kernville ñBobôs 
Backroadsò Overnight 
Run Leader: Stallings 

November  
3-4 Wine Run Leader: 
Megowan 

December  
TBDðChristmas Holiday 
Party 



 

The National Corvette Museum has announced the following inductees to be recog-
nized as part of the 15th Annual Corvette Hall of Fame Ceremony in 2012:  Gary 
Claudio in the category of GM/Chevrolet; Patrick Dolan in the category of Corvette 
enthusiast/historian ; Bob McDorman also in the category of Corvette enthusiast/
historian; and Andy Pilgrim, a champion driver for Corvette Racing will all be recog-
nized with the highest honor bestowed by the Museum for their contributions to the 
past, present and future of Corvette. 
 
The 2012 Hall of Fame recipients will be inducted into the Corvette Hall of Fame dur-

ing a ceremony and banquet on Friday, August 31, 2012. Their induction will take place as part of the Mu-
seumôs 18th Anniversary Corvette Celebration festivities August 30 ï September 1, 2012. 
 
Corvette Hall of Fame Inductee Gary Claudio spent over 27 years at General Motors, 
starting in the Pontiac Division but transferring to Chevrolet in 1998 as Manager of the 
Chevy Race Shop. Claudio worked with Doug Fehan (current Corvette Racing Pro-
gram Manager) to develop the Corvette Race Program.  While Doug handled the tech-
nical issues, Gary handled everything else including securing the original sponsors, 
plus obtaining additional funding from Chevrolet Management which allowed GM to 
race two cars and to race at Le Mans. 
 
Claudio developed and implemented Corvette Corrals, negotiated the participation of 
Dale Earnhardt and Dale, Jr. to drive the #3 Corvette in the 2001 Rolex 24 Hours of 
Daytona, was intimately involved with several special edition Corvettes, presided over 
the successful launch of the ZR1, landed two noteworthy drivers to pace Indy (Jay 
Leno and Colin Powell), helped develop and name the Corvette Racing mascot ñJakeò 
and served on the NCM Board of Directors for two years.  Though he retired from GM 
in 2008, his Corvette and Corvette Racing marketing accomplishments and support of the Museum continue 
to be noticed today.  Claudio continues to be a true fan and supporter of the Museum, uniting eight Corvette 
Clubs in the Detroit area for the Motor City Corvette Concours naming the Museum as a beneficiary of the 
annual show. 

 
Corvette Hall of Fame Inductee Patrick Dolan  first started collecting Corvettes at 
age 9 with a 1953 large scale model and at age 22 purchased his first Corvette ï a 
1966 white convertible.  Dolan has owned a Corvette each year since 1967 and cur-
rently owns five. He joined the Royal Corvettes of Western Michigan in 1968 and 
started participating in circle track racing in 1969.  Dolan was very active in the 
NCCC competition program from 1973-1991, racing in numerous autocrosses 
throughout the country ï winning his class and posting the Fastest Time of Day in 
95% of the events he entered. 
 
Dolan has been very active in NCCC, serving as VP of Com-
petition, President for two consecutive terms, Director of 
Charity and developing the NCCC sponsorship program.  In 

total, he has served on the NCCC Executive Board for 22 of the past 23 years.  Dolan 
is a Founding Member of the National Corvette Museum.  He was present at the first 
general meeting in Cypress Gardens, FL in January 1989,  served on the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Directors and  headed  the Acquisition Committee from 
1991-1994.  His dedication and continuing involvement with the NCM was crucial to its initial success. 
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NCM Master Ambassador                                Frank LoMonaco 
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WE ARE ON THE WEB 

 
 

Corvette Hall of Fame Inductee Bob McDorman  has been one of the premier Cor-
vette enthusiasts for more than 50 years.  His automobile collections have literally 
contained hundreds of Corvettes, many of which have been the most sought after 
and prized Corvettes in the world.  McDormanôs collection once included 150 collec-
tor cars, all GM, and mostly Corvettes housed in eight buildings on the grounds of 
his dealership in Canal Winchester, Ohio.  Bob spent 16 of his early years working in 
GM dealerships learning the ins and outs of running a successful business.  In 1965 
he purchased the Ralph Smith Chevrolet dealership in Groveport, OH and in 1968 
moved it to the 33-acre lot in Canal Winchester where he remains today.   
 
Each September McDorman hosted an annual ñCorvettes and Chevys on the Ca-
nal,ò which raised over $275,000 for the local childrenôs hospital.  In addition to being 
a Lifetime Member of the National Corvette Museum, he has loaned Corvettes for 
Museum use, including several rare Corvettes for display, and has supported many 

programs of the Museum including bricks, membership, events, advertising and donations.  McDorman was 
awarded the Time Magazine Quality Dealer Award in 1978 and 2007, 2010 Bloomington Gold ñGreat Hallò 
Inductee and numerous other humanitarian and achievement awards. 
 
Corvette Hall of Fame Inductee Andy Pilgrim  joined the Corvette Racing team in 
1999 after a successful career in IMSA racing where he earned four championships in 
four consecutive years.  Teamed with Ron Fellows, Pilgrim scored the teamôs historic 
first victory at Texas Motor Speedway in September 2000.  In 2001, Pilgrim finished 
second in GTS in the Sebring 12-Hour and Le Mans 24-Hour endurance races, and 
was on the winning team for the Petit Le Mans season finale at Road Atlanta. 
 
In 2001 he was selected as Dale Earnhardt and Dale Jr.ôs teammate in the 24 Hours 
of Daytona, finishing second in the GTS class behind the sister Corvette C5-R.  Pil-
grim left the Corvette program in 2004 but stayed with General Motors, driving for the 
winning team at the Daytona 24 in a Doran-Pontiac, and spent the rest of the season 
driving for the new Cadillac CTS-V factory team in the SPEED World Challenge GT 
Series.  Pilgrim won the driverôs championship in the CTS-V, and finished 3rd and 2nd 
in the series in 2006 and 2007. He also made his NASCAR Busch Series debut, driv-
ing two road course races for Dale Earnhardt, Jr.ôs JR Motorsports team.  In 2011, he 
joined former Corvette Racing teammate Johnny OôConnell in driving the factory Cadillac CTS-V Coupe in the 
World Challenge and made his Sprint Cup debut driving the 46 car for Whitney Motorsports, finishing 
26th.  Pilgrim started the Andy Pilgrim Foundation in 2008 to educate new street drivers and raise awareness 
of the problems of distracted driving.  He has a long history of attending and serving as an instructor at the 
Museumôs High Performance Driving schools, and has hosted golf tournaments in conjunction with the Mu-
seumôs annual C5/C6 Bash with proceeds benefitting the Museum. 
 

The National Corvette Museum established the Corvette Hall of Fame in 1998 to confer the highest honor and 
recognition upon the most influential individuals in the history of the Corvette. The award recognizes those 
who have made significant contributions to their respective fields, each having reached the highest level of 
accomplishment. Inductees must also reflect the highest standards of integrity and character to positively en-
hance the prestige of the Corvette and the National Corvette Museum. 

  NCM Master Ambassador                                Frank LoMonaco 
Continued from page 4  



 

Jacques Bellesiles  
PARTNER  

 

5740 Ralston Street, Suite #301 
Ventura, CA 93003 

 
(805) 620-4700  x4722 

(888) 286-5550 -  (805) 676-4320 FAX 
 

jbellesiles@crowellweedon.com 
www.crowellweedon.com 

 
ALL MAJOR FINANCIAL EXCHANGES 

NOW IN VENTURA  

Check out the  
Club website  

 
www.corvetteclubsantabarbara.com 
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Privacy Reminder  

Old Club Rosters should be 

shredded  not just thrown in 

the trash when replaced.  

Enjoy more photos from past yearsõ eventsEnjoy more photos from past yearsõ events  

2003 Caravan California Speedway  2003 Caravan NCM Bowling Green  

2005 Installation Picnic  

 2005 Midget Races  

 SB Parade July 4, 2004  
 Daytona Party 2004  

 Death Valley Run 2002  

 Edwards AFB 2003  

 2002 Fiesta Party   2003 Halloween Party  

http://www.corvetteclubsantabarbara.com/
http://www.corvetteclubsantabarbara.com


 

2009 Forged Polished Aluminum Wheels. Fits P245/40ZR18 tires on the front, 

P285/35ZR19 tires on the aft. One is slightly scuffed, other three in excellent con-

dition. $500  OBO . 

 

Contact   Fred Lopez   805 964-9546            flopez32@cox.net  

CLASSIFIEDS  
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Enjoy more photos from past yearsõ eventsEnjoy more photos from past yearsõ events  

 2003 Halloween Party  
 2005 Infineon Run  

 2005 Infineon Run  

 2004 Nohrõs Party  2005 Palm Springs  
 2005 Wine Run  

 2006 Rose Parade Floats  
 2005 Sideways Run  

mailto:flopez32@cox.net

